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— Holy EucHarist ritE i —
7:45

The Procession
   
 — The Word of God —

oPeninG AcclAmATion  BCP p323
collecT for PuriTy
Kyrie And GloriA  BCP p324
collecT of The dAy
Please be seated
A reAdinG from The hebreW scriPTures  Bulletin p3-4
PsAlm 19 (read in unison)  Bulletin p4
Please remain seated
A reAdinG from The ePisTles   Bulletin p5
Please stand
The holy GosPel   Bulletin p5
The sermon  The Rev’d Robert Hendrickson   
The nicene creed (said together, standing)  Bulletin p6
PrAyers of The PeoPle    BCP p328-330
confession
AbsoluTion And comforTAble Words
The PeAce   BCP p332
Welcome And PArish noTices

 — The holy communion —

The offerTory
Please stand
euchArisTic PrAyer ii  BCP p333
The lord’s PrAyer  BCP p336
The frAcTion   BCP p337 
The PrAyer of humble Access   BCP p337 
The communion
PosT-communion PrAyer (said together, standing)  BCP p339
The blessinG
dismissAl
        Deacon:       Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
         People:       Thanks be to God. 
The Procession
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VolunTAry     ‘Dolcezza’        Percy Whitlock

The ToWer bells

  — The Word of God —
Please stand and sing
hymn in Procession  Hymnal 537
 “Christ for the world we sing!”  Moscow

oPeninG AcclAmATion (spoken at 9:00am)  BCP p355

collecT for PuriTy  BCP p355

Please turn to the front pages of your hymnal and join in singing
GloriA  Hymnal S-278

collecT of The dAy (sung at 11:15am)  
      Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.
  People:    And also with you.
      Celebrant:   Let us pray.
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all 
people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of 
his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Please be seated
A reAdinG from The hebreW scriPTures  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told 
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and 
all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He 
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 

— Holy EucHarist ritE ii —
9:00 + 11:15
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Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting 
up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 
or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, 

“Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.”
 Reader:       The Word of the Lord.
 People:        Thanks be to God.

PsAlm 19 (sung by the choir)
1. The heavens declare the glory of God, *
 and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2. One day tells its tale to another, *
 and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3. Although they have no words or language, *
 and their voices are not heard,
4. Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
 and their message to the ends of the world.
5. In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
 it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6. It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
     and runs about to the end of it again; *
 nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7. The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *
 the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8. The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; *
 the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9. The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; *
 the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10. More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
 sweeter far than honey,than honey in the comb.
11. By them also is your servant enlightened, *
 and in keeping them there is great reward.
12. Who can tell how often he offends? *
 cleanse me from my secret faults.
13. Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
      let them not get dominion over me; *
 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
      heart be acceptable in your sight, *
 O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
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Please remain seated
A reAdinG from The ePisTles  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because 
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If 
the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would 
the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body 
that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God 
has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be 
no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in 
the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? 
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.
            Reader:       The Word of the Lord.
 People:        Thanks be to God.

Please stand and sing
sequence hymn  Hymnal 628
 “Help us, O Lord, to learn”  St. Ethelwald

Please remain standing
The holy GosPel   Luke 4:14-21
          Deacon:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
 People:     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.”
 People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The sermon  The Rev’d Robert Hendrickson  
A period of silence for meditation follows the sermon

The nicene creed (said together, standing)  BCP p358-359
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.   Amen.

The PrAyers of The PeoPle  
 Leader:  I ask your prayers for God’s people through the world. Lord, in your mercy,
 People:  Hear our prayer.
 
 Leader:  I ask your prayers for peace; goodwill among nations; for justice for all people. 
                  Lord, in your mercy,
 People:  Hear our prayer.
 
 Leader:  I ask your prayers for those whose powerlessness over alcohol, drugs or 
                  addictive processes has cost them both health and freedom, that they may find 
                  recovery and fellowship in sobriety. Lord, in your mercy,
 People:  Hear our prayer.
 
 Leader:  I ask your prayers for those affected by another person’s alcohol or other drug 
                  addiction; for wives, husbands, partners, and for the parents, children, relatives, 
                  and friends of those who suffer from addiction; that they may have wisdom, 
                  patient understanding and persevering love. Lord, in your mercy,
 People:  Hear our prayer.
 
 Leader: I ask your prayers for the victims of abuse, violence, incest, and for those in any 
                  trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. Lord, in your mercy,
 People:  Hear our prayer.
 
 Leader: I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God, that they 
                  may find and be found by God. Lord, in your mercy.
 People:  Hear our prayer.
 
 Leader: I ask your prayers for all who have died, especially those who have suffered from 
                  some manner of addiction. Lord, in your mercy,
 People:  Hear our prayer.
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 Leader:  I ask your thanksgiving for the people of the Tohono O’odham and Pascua Yaqui 
                  tribes, the traditional custodians of the land on which we worship. 

                  Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray 
                  that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
 
concludinG collecT
      Celebrant:    O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion 
                    upon all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom; restore 
                    to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears 
                    that beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those 
                    who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love, through 
                    Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
                    God, for ever and ever. Amen.

confession of sin
           Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A period of silence for meditation on our own sins and offenses follows

          All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
                 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
                 have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
                 ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
                 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
                 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen.

AbsoluTion

The PeAce  BCP p360
      Celebrant:    The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People:    And also with you.  

Welcome And PArish noTices

  —  holy communion — 
offerTory
 9:00Am AnThem ‘Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake’  
  The Saint Philip’s Singers
 Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sins to our charge, but forgive that is past, and give us grace 
 to amend our sinful lives. To decline from sin and incline to virtue, that we may walk in an upright heart 
 before thee, now and evermore. Amen.  (Text: Lidley’s Prayers, 1566; music: Richard Farrant)

 11:15Am AnThem ‘There shall a star from out of Jacob’  
  The Canterbury Choir
 There shall a star from out of Jacob come forth, And a Sceptre from Israel rise up, And dash in pieces 
 princes and nations. As bright the star of morning gleams, So Jesus sheddeth glorious beams Of light 
 and consolation! Thy Word, O Lord, radiance darting, Truth imparting, gives salvation; Thine be praise 
 and adoration! (Music: Félix Mendelssohn)
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Please  stand and join in singing
offerTory hymn (at 11:15am only)  Hymnal 72
 “Hark! the glad sound!”  Richmond

Please stand
euchArisTic PrAyer b 
 The GreAT ThAnKsGiVinG (spoken at 9:00am)  BCP p367

Please turn to the front pages of your hymnal and join in singing
sAncTus  Hymnal S-128 

Please remain standing or kneel as is your custom
euchArisTic PrAyer b conTinues    BCP p368
      Celebrant:   … Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
  People:    We remember his death, 
                        We proclaim his resurrection,
                        We await his coming in glory.
 Celebrant:     … By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all    
                     honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

          All:        
 (spoken at 9:00am) A – men.
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The lord’s PrAyer (spoken at 9:00am)  BCP p364
 

The frAcTion
      Celebrant:   Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
  People:    Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Please turn to the front pages of your hymnal and join in singing
frAcTion AnThem  Hymnal S-165

The inViTATion To communion  
 
The communion
 9:00Am AnThem ‘Their sound is gone out’  
  The Saint Philip’s Singers
 Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words unto the ends of the world. (Text: Psalm 19:4; 
 music: George Frideric Handel)
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 11:15Am AnThem ‘Ubi caritas’  
  The Canterbury Choir
 Where charity and love are, God is there. Christ’s love has gathered us into one. Let us rejoice and be 
 pleased in Him. Let us fear, and let us love the living God. And may we love each other with a sincere 
 heart. Amen. (Music: Maurice Duruflé)

 hymn (Please  join in singing)  Hymnal 581
 “Where charity and love prevail”  Cheshire

PosT-communion PrAyer (said together, standing)  BCP p366
 Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
 most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us 
 in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
 your eternal  kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us 
 to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
 to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The blessinG

dismissAl
 Deacon:   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
  People:    Thanks be to God.  

During the procession, those wishing to spend time in prayer for healing, 
or for any other need, may join a minister in the Chapel of the Nativity

Please stand and join in singing
hymn in Procession  Hymnal 616
 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”  Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein

VolunTAry     ‘Fugue in F major BWV 540/ii’        J.S. Bach

Today’s bulletin cover image is “There is One Body and One Spirit,” by Hazel Dolby, Copyright 2011, The Saint John’s Bible, 
Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota USA.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The following are “The Promises” for those in recovery: 
(From the Big Book of AA pp. 83-4)

“We are going to know a new freedom and a new happiness. We will comprehend the word ‘serenity’ and we will know peace.  The 
feeling of uselessness and self-pity will disappear.  We will lose interest in selfish things and gain interest in our fellows.  Self-

seeking will slip away.  Our whole outlook upon life will change.  Fear of people and of economic insecurity will leave us.  We will 
intuitively know how to handle situations that previously baffled us.  We will suddenly realize that God is doing for us what we 

could not do for ourselves.”
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Adult
Resource Sheet 1

© 2018 Westminster John Knox Press   

January 27, 2019
Attending to the Word

Focus on Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10

WHAT is important to know?              — From “Exegetical Perspective,”  
  Kathleen M. O’Connor

The covenant renewal of all the people calls them to unity and invites them to renew life 
in their God. Rather than seeing divine instruction as cramping, restricting legislation, 
the Jews, then and now, recognize Torah as a compassionate guide, a pathway, a set of wise 
instructions about how to live together in justice and joy. But that guide and that path have 
not been sealed forever in concrete at Sinai. Instead, they must be reinterpreted to show the 
path to community and to joy, as the people worship the God who renews their life. In the 
season of Epiphany, Ezra reminds us that we too are recipients of divine instruction.

WHERE is God in these words?  — From “Theological Perspective,” Rick Nutt

Christians, then, while denying the law or any system of works as a way to salvation, can 
embrace the law for the purposes it serves: restraining evil, convicting of sin, and aiding our 
understanding of God’s will. Because we know the law as gift from God, we understand that 
the entire law can be summarized positively as loving God and loving one’s neighbor. Christ 
becomes for us not the rejection or abrogation of the law but its telos, or fulfillment.   

 

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” W. Carter Lester

When we gather together as God’s people, when we are conscious of coming into the presence 
of the living and holy God, when we center our worship on God’s Word, when we offer all of 
ourselves to God, we cannot help but be changed over time. We gather to give glory to God 
and to have God make a difference in us so that we can be sent to make a difference in God’s 
world. When all of that happens, we have reason to follow the example of the people on this 
special day in Nehemiah 8 who ate and drank together and made “great rejoicing” (v. 12). 
 
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,”  
  Valerie Bridgeman Davis 

The book of Nehemiah narrates Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and its 
wall. As King Artaxerxes’ cupbearer, Nehemiah receives news that the city is ruined. So the 
king releases him to help restore his homeland. Now it is time for the people to experience 
the word of God read and explained. Imagine. These ancient peoples have been so long 
away from their homeland. They may have heard the Law of Moses read in the shadow of 
Babylonian temples or even in synagogues. But here, in its native place, the Law looms 
large. And it needs an interpretative voice.
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