
Who is Welcome here?
Choosing to visit a new church can be intimidating and even a little frightening. Who knows what you will find? Will they try to 
make me join a committee? Will they mention Jesus once or twice? How long will the sermon be? Will I be welcome? These and 
so many more questions will come up! So who is welcome at Saint Philip’s?

Everyone! Young and old, rich and poor, male and female, gay and straight, and anything and everything in between.
We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli, or if your cat gives you a dirty look when you try to carry a tune. You’re wel-
come here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up, or just got out of jail. We really don’t care if you’re more Catholic than the Pope, 
have a fondness for Lutheran potlucks, grew up Episcopalian, or left Church young and are just starting to look back.
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We 
welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome 
those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t 
like “organized religion” — we’ve been there too.

If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, you’re welcome here. We offer a special welcome to those who think the 
earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because grandma is in town for the holidays and wanted to go to 
church (thank you for humoring her).

We welcome those who are inked, or pierced, or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could really use a prayer right 
now, those who had religion shoved down your throat as a kid, or who got lost in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We wel-
come tourists, seekers, doubters, and pilgrims. We welcome you all, because all of us have found a welcome here - and we hope 
that you will too.

communion
All are welcome to come forward at the time of Communion. The standard practice in the Episcopal Church is that those who 
are Baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you are visiting today and are not Baptized but are feeling drawn to 
receive Communion, we hope that you will come forward and receive, and that afterwards you will talk to one of the clergy about 
Baptism and what it means both to take Bread and to become part of the Body.

If you don’t want to receive communion or are unsure, you are more than welcome to come forward for a blessing, indicated by 
crossing your arms over your chest. 

If you have a food sensitivity that requires a low-gluten Communion Wafer, simply mention that to the clergy person adminis-
tering Communion. The receptacle containing the low-gluten Hosts will be brought to you, and you may help yourself to a Host 
(to avoid cross-contamination). You may either drink from the common Chalice or hold it for the Chalice Minister to intinct for 
you and place on your tongue. For those who have difficulty approaching the Communion rail, you have the option of receiving 
Communion in your seat. Simply notify an usher, or ask a parishioner seated near you to notify an usher for you.

restrooms
Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the Murphey Gallery, across the Fishpond Garden and up the walkway from the 
Church. There is a diaper changing table in the gender-neutral ADA-compliant restroom there. Changing tables are also found in 
both the men’s and women’s restrooms in the Music Center.

Accessibility
This facility is fully accessible. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance. The main area of the Church, forward of the choir 
stalls, is looped to assist those who have difficulty hearing. If you have a T-coil in your hearing aid, you may sit anywhere in this 
section and hear via the amplification system. Hearing assist devices are also available from the ushers. These are operational 
anywhere in the Church. The ushers will ask for your car keys as a reminder to return the device. Large print copies of the Book of 
Common Prayer are available from the ushers for your use during the service.
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Announcements

Twelve-Step Eucharist December 30th
Every fifth Sunday, Saint Philip’s is proud to hold a twelve-step 
Eucharist. Our 5:30pm Eucharist is always offered with special 
intentions for those affected by addiction, and at 5:30pm on 
December 30th, we will host our first Twelve-Step Eucharist. 
For more information about the service, or about Saint Philip’s 
Recovery Ministries, contact Jerry Wagner at (520) 980-0742 or 
rancholaluz@me.com.
Newcomer and Visitor Reception January 7th
Whether this is your first time at Saint Philip’s or here you’ve 
already been a member for a year or two, you are invited to 
join us on Monday, January 7th, for a special reception for 
newcomers and visitors! We’ll gather in the Murphey Gallery at 
5:30pm - fancy cheeses and fancy beverages will be provided, 
along with a chance to get to know members of the staff and 
other parish leaders. Childcare will be available; please contact 
the church office if you plan to bring children so that we can 
make sure we have an adequate number of caregivers present! 
Otherwise, no RSVP is required. Just come as you are!
Children's Service at 9:15am on January 13th
Every second Sunday during the program year, Saint Philip’s 
offers a special service for children and their families. Our 
"Comfy Space" service meets in the children’s chapel, and is 
designed to invite children into the worship life of the church 
community, teach them about scripture and prayer, and 
provide them with a space to encounter the living God who 
created them and loves them. For more information about the 
service, or about our Children, Youth, and Family ministries 
more generally, contact Fr. Mark Schultz at mark.schultz@
stphilipstucson.org.

Feasting on the Word Small Groups
From February 17th to April 7th, groups of six to eight people 
will meet on Sunday mornings from 10:15 to 11:00Am and study 
passages of the Bible appointed in the weekly eucharistic 
lectionary. We will follow an award-winning curriculum 
called Feasting on the Word: Teaching the Revised Common 
Lectionary, a portion of which you may have seen printed on 
the back page of Sunday bulletins.
 
Although official sign-ups will begin in the Fish Pond Garden 
Sunday, January 6th, interested parties may reach out to Fr. Peter 
Helman (520-299-6421, ext. 33; peter.helman@stphilipstucson.
org). And in the meantime, take time this Sunday to discover 
the insightful Feasting on the Word commentary excerpts 
printed in the bulletin and use them for your own private 
devotion and Bible study throughout the week!

January -February Wednesday Mosaic Dinners
There will be no Mosaic Dinner on December 26th or January 
2nd. From January 9th to February 6th, Mosaic will be 
Confirmation Class in Community. Newcomers, those seeking 
Confirmation of their Baptismal promises, and those who 
have long been confirmed are all welcome to this six-week 
exploration of our the Episcopal Church’s history, theology, 
tradition and practice.
 
You are always invited to Mosaic, starting with Evening Prayer 
at 5:30pm in the side chapel, free dinner in the Gallery at 
6:00pm, and formation at 6:30pm, every Wednesday at Saint 
Philip’s. All ages and friends are welcome for any portion of 
the evening. If you have any questions please contact Fr. Peter 
Helman at peter.helman@stphilipstucson.org.

Church Office Closures
The church office will close at noon on December 31st. The 
office will be closed on December 25th-27th, and on January 1st. 

End of Year Donation Information
In order for donations to be deductible in 2018 and included 
on contribution statements for 2018, your gift must be 
delivered to the church by noon on December 31st. There is 
only one exception: a check mailed to the church that was 
postmarked by December 31st will be recorded as received in 
2018. Checks put in the offering plate in January, even if dated 
2018, will be recorded as received in 2019.

Saint Philip's Pet Memorial
The Vestry has approved the construction of "The Saint Francis 
Chapel and Pet Memorial" to be located in the labyrinth plaza 
on the south side of the "Animal Fountain", which is opposite 
the Church main door. This will be a place to give thanks to 
our animal companions who are still with us and those who 
we can remember for the love they gave us. The chapel will  be 
used for outdoor services, including "Blessing of the Animals".

Thanks to the generosity of some members and other Church 
ministries we have received some donations but are short 
of the amount needed to start the construction, which will 
have engraved bricks, similar to the labyrinth. Your help by 
donating any amount or by ordering an engraved brick in 
honor of your pet will help us to quickly complete the outdoor 
chapel and memorial.

No Casa Maria Sandwich Making December 29th
Our regularly-scheduled Casa Maria Sandwich Making is 
cancelled for Saturday, December 29th. Sandwich-making will 
resume on Saturday, January 26th.

JustTable: Gun Violence and Community Response
On January 6th we will welcome Crystal Kasnoff and Pam 
Simon to JustTable from 12:30-2 in the Gallery. Crystal is the 
past Executive Director for the Tucson’s January 8th Memorial 
Foundation. Pam Simon served as the community outreach 
coordinator for Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords. On 
January 8th, 2011, while staffing the congresswoman at a 
Congress on Your Corner event at a local grocery store, Pam 
was shot in the arm and the chest. Twelve others including the 
congresswoman were wounded and six people died on that 
day. Together they will share with us the process of developing 
the Memorial for the January 8th tragedy, and reflect on the 
fruits of their engagement with local, state and national 
government, local organizations and the Tucson community. 
Lunch will be provided and no RSVP is required.

Contribution statements will be mailed by January 31st, 2019. 
Please review your statement for accuracy and wait until 
you’ve received your statement before preparing your tax 
return, to ensure that your donation will be deductible.



Announcements

Service Schedule
Sunday Services
7:45am    Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00am   Sung Eucharist Rite II 
9:15am   Second Sundays: “Comfy Space” service 
11:15am   Sung Eucharist Rite II with Incense
4:00pm   “Come and See” Service 
4:30pm   Third Sundays: Choral Evensong (October–May)
5:30pm   Holy Eucharist Rite II

Weekday Services
8:30am   Morning Prayer (Monday–Thursday)
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing (Tuesdays)
11:00am   Holy Eucharist Rite I (Thursdays)
12:15pm   Holy Eucharist Rite I (Mondays and Wednesdays)
5:30pm   Evening Prayer (Wednesdays)

Christmas Eve Offering
Dear Friends in Christ,

The Episcopal Service Corps is a network of programs around 
the country that connect Churches and Dioceses to the work of 
justice going on in local communities. Through the Episcopal 
Service Corps, hundreds of young Episcopalians have served in 
non-profits, lived together in intentional Christian community, 
and prayed with and for their communities. They have learned 
to love their cities and towns, developing bonds of affection, 
understanding fraught city dynamics, and integrated their 
great joys and passions into a whole life of service.

We, at Saint Philip’s, are opening the Episcopal Service Corps in 
Arizona called Beloved in the Desert. The first class of Beloved 
will arrive in July 2019 for an orientation to Tucson, the Church, 
their new home, and their placement site for volunteer service.  
Saint Philip’s long history of starting and sustaining non-profits 
in Tucson has prepared us for this next step of engagement. 
Each young adult, each year (July-May), will serve in a non-profit 
for 32 hours per week, worship and serve each week alongside 
Saint Philippians, and be cared for and mentored by a team of 
lay leaders and clergy from Saint Philip’s and our partners.

These non-profits and our Church will get to know each other 
in new ways, and will be able to offer mutual support. Partner 
non-profits invest in this relationship, which in turn allows us 
to support the young adults with access to faith formation, 
housing, a small stipend, transportation, food budget, and 
the half-time directorship of this program.  One of the most 
difficult challenges in social service work is finding energetic 
folks who are committed to the work and who have the support 
and skills to grow in the work.  Episcopal Service Corps enables 
agencies to have access to a talented pool of candidates, at an 
affordable rate, whom we support in their work and growth.

The opportunity this Christmas is to invest in hope, hope that 
we can be a part of ending homelessness in Tucson, hope 
that one in four children will no longer go hungry in Tucson, 
hope that people in their twenties will commit to seeking and 
serving Christ and that their whole lives will be transformed 
by this work, hope that students can get excellent educations, 
hope that the Jesus we meet in the Eucharist will encounter us 
at the Border and that we will not miss him.

Episcopal Service Corps changes the lives of the young people 
who serve, the parishes that support them, the lives that are 
touched by their service, and the institutions with whom 
they serve. It reinvigorates the faith of those who mentor the 
participants, those who pray with them, and those who grow 
in faith, hope, and love with them.

If you contribute this Christmas to building the Beloved 
Community, you invest in this hope.  You’ll also be investing in 
a new kind of partnership.  Beloved is a partnership between 

Saint Philip’s, Saint Andrew’s, and the Episcopal Campus 
Ministry at the University of Arizona.  Each partner is bringing 
experience, investment, and leadership to a program that 
has been successful in parishes across the country in bringing 
people of all ages together to work, pray, serve, and to grow 
in relationship with our partners working to create more just 
and loving communities.  This project looks back to our long 
history of starting and sustaining new churches, schools, 
service agencies, and more and builds a new way for us to 
strengthen and grow those historic ties with a new generation 
of passionate, service-minded young people.

If you would like to learn more, visit www.stphilipstucson.org/
beloved.  You can also learn more about the Episcopal Service 
Corps at www.episcopalservicecorps.org.  Another way would 
be to read the book, Yearning, which contains the reflections 
of 22 young people who lived and served in a community like 
this, as well as my own reflections, and is available in the Little 
Shop and parish library.  An exciting aspect of this is how long-
standing parish programs like Tacheria are connected to this 
and to the support of the residents.  You can speak with board 
members Jeanette Renouf, Donna McArthur, Erika Johnson, 
Beth Brouillette, Jim Prescott-Smith, Eileen and Don Veitch, or 
with the Rev’d Taylor Devine, our curate for outreach.

Most importantly though, please pray for this work, pray for 
the young adults who will come to be our community, pray for 
the partner sites that do the on the ground work of serving day 
in and day out with wisdom, scrappiness and grace, and pray 
for Saint Philip’s that this new chapter would be guided by the 
Holy Spirit-to transform us by grace and send us to serve.

Christmas is about new life, new hope, crossing boundaries, 
and Love being born among us.  Beloved in the Desert is a way 
of sharing that hope while crossing boundaries of age, poverty, 
discrimination, and so much more that divides people in these 
tense days.  It is an embodied commitment to share Love 
that passes understanding and to bring the Church into the 
day-to-day work of service across our city in a new way, with 
fresh hope, loving into our long history of changing lives and 
enriching our wider community.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Robert

Members of the committee will be in the Perry Garden 
each Sunday from 8:30Am to 11:30Am to describe the chapel 
and memorial and help you with ordering bricks. For more 
information contact Tom Cross at tom.cross.tus@gmail.com or 
Nina Bell Allen-Langley at nopalesnina@gmail.com.
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Priest Affiliates
The Rev’d Dr. Paula Barker Datsko
The Rev’d Allen Breckenridge
The Very Rev’d David Gillespie
The Rev’d Thomas Leonard
The Rev’d N. Jean Rogers
The Rev’d Dr. Frank Williams

Deacons
The Rev’d Ruth Hooper
The Rev’d Dr. Thomas Lindell
The Rev’d Leah Sandwell-Weiss
The Rev’d Anne Strong

Contact information for clergy located at:
www.stphilipstucson.org

The Vestry
Officers
Sunny Bal, Senior Warden  (balbro@mindspring.com)
Mary Paul, Junior Warden (marypaul518@gmail.com)
Beth Brouillette, Treasurer 

Class of 2019
Lynne Chrisenberry, Page Chancellor Marks, Jim Prescott-Smith

Class of 2020
Bob Couch, Mary Herring, Dale LaFleur

Class of 2021
Mary Cutting, Katie Fouts, Michael Linton

The Vestry may be contacted at:
vestry@stphilipstucson.org

The Rt. Rev’d Kirk Stevan Smith

The Rev’d Jennifer Reddall

Dr. Justin Appel
director of music

Lois Britton
director of finance and operations

Dr. Jeffrey Campbell
associate director of music

The Rev’d Taylor Devine
curate for outreach

The Rev’d Peter Helman 
associate rector

The Rev’d Robert Hendrickson
rector

The Rev’d K.D. Joyce
curate for communications and evangelism

Stella Lopez
assistant to the rector

Anthea McCarty 
bookkeeper

Ca Nguyen
head sexton

The Rev’d Mark Schultz
curate for children, youth, and families
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