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— Holy EucHarist ritE i —
7:45

The Procession    

  — The Word of God —

oPeninG AcclAmATion   BCP p323
collecT for PuriTy
Kyrie   BCP p324
collecT of The dAy
Please be seated
A reAdinG from The hebreW scriPTures   Bulletin p3-4
The firsT sonG of isAiAh (read in unison)   Bulletin p4
Please remain seated
A reAdinG from The ePisTles   Bulletin p4 
Please stand
The holy GosPel    Bulletin p4-5
The sermon  The Rev’d Peter Helman
The nicene creed (said together, standing)    Bulletin p6
PrAyers of The PeoPle    BCP p328-330
confession
AbsoluTion And comforTAble Words
The PeAce   BCP p332
Welcome And PArish noTices

  — The holy communion —

The offerTory
Please stand
euchArisTic PrAyer i   BCP p340
The lord’s PrAyer   BCP p336
The frAcTion    BCP p337 
The PrAyer of humble Access    BCP p337 
The communion
PosT-communion PrAyer (said together, standing)   BCP p339
The blessinG
dismissAl
        Deacon:       Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
         People:       Thanks be to God.
The lAsT GosPel
The Procession
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VolunTAry    ‘Meditation on “Veni Emmanuel”’       Philip Moore

The ToWer bells

     
  — The Word of God —

hymn in Procession  Hymnal 76
 “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”  Winchester New

oPeninG AcclAmATion (spoken at 9:00am)  BCP p355

Please turn to the front pages of your hymnal and join in singing
Kyrie  Hymnal S-96 

collecT of The dAy (sung at 11:15am)  
      Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.
  People:    And also with you.
      Celebrant:   Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen.

Please be seated
A reAdinG from The hebreW scriPTures  Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 
enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On 
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal 
with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will 
change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, 

— Holy EucHarist ritE ii —
9:00 + 11:15
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at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples 
of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 Reader:       The Word of the Lord.
 People:        Thanks be to God.

The firsT sonG of isAiAh (sung by the choir)
   Surely, it is God who saves me; *
 I will trust in him and not be afraid.
   For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
 and he will be my Savior.
   Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
 from the springs of salvation.
   And on that day you shall say, *
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
   Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
 see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
   Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
 and this is known in all the world.
   Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Please remain seated
A reAdinG from The ePisTles  Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
            Reader:       The Word of the Lord.
 People:        Thanks be to God.

Please stand and sing
sequence hymn  Hymnal 481
 “Rejoice, the Lord is King!”  Gopsal

Please remain standing
The holy GosPel   Luke 3:7-18
          Deacon:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
 People:     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has 
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, 
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“And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news 
to the people.
          Deacon:     The Gospel of the Lord.
 People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The sermon  The Rev’d Peter Helman
A period of silence for meditation follows the sermon

The nicene creed (said together, standing)  BCP p358-359
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.   Amen.
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The PrAyers of The PeoPle  
Among the many Christian customs in anticipation of Christmas, there is one prayer that has come down to us from the 

Middle Ages called O Antiphons. Beginning on the eve of December 17, the monks would chant a different O Antiphon 
each evening for seven days. Each antiphon addressed Jesus by a title from the First Testament in anticipation of 

redemption. We respond to the plea, “Come, Lord Jesus” by saying together, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”

      Celebrant:  O God, you chose that at the message of an angel your Word should take flesh 
                 with the Blessed Virgin Mary. May we receive the help of her prayers as we await 
                 her Son’s advent in this holy season. Come, Lord Jesus!
 People:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

      Celebrant:  O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet 
                 tender care. Come and show your people the way to salvation. Come, Lord Jesus!
 People:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

      Celebrant:  O sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning 
                 bush, who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain, come, stretch out your 
                 mighty hand to set us free. You have taken our weaknesses upon yourself; grant 
                 us your mercy. Come, Lord Jesus!
 People:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

      Celebrant:  O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; kings 
                 stand silent in your presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. May 
                 the world know your justice which the heavens proclaim; may your glory fill the 
                 earth. Come, Lord Jesus!
 People:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

      Celebrant:  O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel controlling at your will the gate of 
                 heaven: come, break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in 
                 darkness and the shadow of death; lead your captive people into freedom and 
                 complete in us the works of your loving kindness. Come, Lord Jesus!
 People:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

      Celebrant:  O Radiant Dawn, Splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: come, shine on those 
                 who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. By the mystery of your 
                 incarnation we are made your brothers and sisters do not let us stray from your 
                 light. Come, Lord Jesus!
 People:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

      Celebrant:  O King of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart; O Keystone of the 
                 mighty arch of the human family, come and save the creatures you fashioned 
                 from the dust. Lord, to you we commend the souls of your departed servants;
                 having died to the world, may they be alive in you for ever. We especially 
                 remember Carlos, Amonn, Matthew, Bernardo, and Chase, who are among the 
                 148 who have been lost to gun violence since the beginning of the year. Come, 
                 Lord Jesus!
 People:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

      Celebrant:  O Emmanuel, king and lawgiver, desire of the nations, Savior of all people, come 
                 and set us free, Lord our God. You came first to save the world; now come again 
                 and save those who believe in you. Come, Lord Jesus!
 People:    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
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concludinG collecT

confession of sin
           Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A period of silence for meditation follows

          All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
                 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
                 have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
                 ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
                 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
                 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen.

AbsoluTion 

The PeAce  BCP p360
      Celebrant:    The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People:    And also with you.  

Welcome And PArish noTices

  — holy communion — 
offerTory
 9:00Am AnThem ‘Adam lay ybounden’  
  The Saint Nicholas Choir
 Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. And all was for 
 an apple, An apple that he took. As clerkës finden written In their book. Ne had the apple taken been, The 
 apple taken been, Ne had never Our Lady, A-been heaven’s queen. Blessed be the time That apple taken 
 was! Therefore we may singen Deo gratias! (Text: anonymous; music: Boris Ord)

 11:15Am AnThem ‘This is the truth sent from above’  
  The Saint Philip’s Singers
 This is the truth sent from above, The truth of God, the God of love. Therefore don’t turn me from your 
 door But hearken all both rich and poor. This is the truth sent from above, The truth of God, the God of 
 love. Therefore don’t turn me from your door But hearken all both rich and poor. The first thing that I 
 do relate Is that God did man create. The next thing which to you I’ll tell Woman was made with man 
 to dwell. And after that, ‘twas God’s own choice To place them both in Paradise, There to remain from 
 evil free Except they ate of such a tree. But they did eat, which was a sin, And so their ruin did begin, 
 Ruined themselves, both you and me, And all of their posterity. So we were heirs to endless woes Till 
 God the Lord did interpose And so a promise soon did run That he would redeem us by his son. (Text: 
 English carol; music: Ralph Vaughan Williams)

Please  stand and join in singing
offerTory hymn (at 11:15am only)  Hymnal 59
 “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding”  Merton
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Please stand
euchArisTic PrAyer A 
 The GreAT ThAnKsGiVinG (spoken at 9:00am)  BCP p361
 

Please  turn to the front page of your hymnal and join in singing
sAncTus    Hymnal S-130

Please remain standing or kneel as is your custom
euchArisTic PrAyer A conTinues    BCP p363
      Celebrant:   … Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
  People:    Christ has died.
                        Christ is risen.
                        Christ will come again.
 Celebrant:     … By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all    
                     honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
                All: 
            (spoken at 9:00am)

The lord’s PrAyer (spoken at 9:00am)  BCP p364
 

A – men.
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The frAcTion
      Celebrant:   Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
  People:    Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Please turn to the front pages of your hymnal and  join in singing
The frAcTion AnThem  Hymnal S-164

The inViTATion To communion

The communion
 9:00Am AnThem ‘O Sapientia’ and ‘Magnificat’  
  The Saint Nicholas Choir
 O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, reaching from one end to the other, 
 mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence. My soul doth 
 magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded : the lowliness 
 of his handmaiden: For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is 
 mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout 
 all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination 
 of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
 He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his 
 mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
 ever shall be : world without end. Amen. (Music: plainchant)

 11:15Am AnThem ‘Oculi omnium’  
  The Saint Philip’s Singers
 The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest 
 thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. Alleluia. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
 blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 
 Alleluia. (Text: Psalm 144:15-16, John 6:56-57; music: Charles Wood)
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Please join in singing verses 4-6
 hymn  Hymnal 56
 “O come, O come, Emmanuel”  Veni, veni, Emmanuel

PosT-communion PrAyer (said together, standing)  BCP p366
 Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
 most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us 
 in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
 your eternal  kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us 
 to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
 to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

The blessinG

dismissAl
 Deacon:   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
  People:    Thanks be to God.  

Alleluias, as an expression of joy and celebration, are customarily used during Eastertide and on feast days.
Advent, like Lent, is a season for penitence and self-reflection, and so alleluias are ommitted from our corporate worship.

The lAsT GosPel  John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

During the procession, those wishing to spend time in prayer for healing, 
or for any other need, may join a minister in the Chapel of the Nativity

Please stand and join in singing
hymn in Procession  Hymnal 54
 “Savior of the nations, come!”  Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

VolunTAry    ‘Jesus Christus, unser Heiland’       J.S. Bach

Today’s bulletin cover image is “Comfort, O Comfort,” Sally Mae Joseph, Copyright 2005, The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, 
Collegeville, Minnesota USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Adult
Resource Sheet 1

© 2018 Westminster John Knox Press   

December 16, 2018
What Do We Do Now?

Focus on Luke 3:7–18

WHAT is important to know?              — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Mariam J. Kamell

Ultimately, Luke summarizes John’s message as good news (euangelizo–), thereby including 
it within the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Indeed, John’s is not a separate 
message from that which Christ preached. Before one can receive the Spirit, before one can 
understand that Christ is Messiah, one must repent from self-sufficiency. Repentance is 
defined as humble obedience, the natural result of meeting with God and accepting the truth 
of the gospel. Consistently throughout Scripture, God called his people to repent, a call still 
resonating. John, as prophet to Jesus, teaches that repentance entails a life characterized by 
honesty and concern for those in need.

WHERE is God in these words?  — From “Theological Perspective,” Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen

The Advent passage reminds us of the strange figure of the Baptist, who took the advent of the 
Messiah so dead seriously that nothing less than complete metanoia with an ethical U-turn 
was required. At the same time, the Advent passage presents to us the desert preacher who 
tied the advent of the Messiah to the eschatological advent of God. To that context belongs 
the promise of the baptism with the Spirit and fire. It is going to be an eschatological Spirit 
baptism. Whatever else the Spirit baptism may mean, in this passage it is a judging and 
cleansing act.  

  

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” Wesley D. Avram

John calls the good works that make hearers worthy of their baptism “fruit” borne from 
the tree of their lives. It is not enough lazily to claim oneself the fruit of Abraham (or of 
the Roman army). It is not enough to presume that because one is a child of the church, a 
“good citizen,” or a person of status one is secure before God. Don’t confuse sitting on the 
limb with being either the tree or its fruit. For the tree might not be so strong or fruitful 
as one thinks.
 
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,”  
  Kathy Beach-Verhey

The preacher might ask fellow worshipers, “Can anyone tell, by observing our lives, that 
we bear the mark of Christ and are living as his faithful disciples?” We must, according to 
John, live the faith we claim to possess. Authentic Christian living always has that challenge. 
“It’s your life that must change, not your skin. . . . What counts is your life” (vv. 8–9, The 
Message). While this may not be the challenge worshipers have come to hear in Advent 
worship, it is what John the Baptist offers.
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