
Worship and activities for Young people
We welcome children in our worship, and we recognize and value the fact that children are wonderfully spontaneous. If you 
wish, you may make use of the soft space in the West Transept, with an open carpeted area and baskets of soft toys and books 
(the West Transept is near the front, to the left if you are facing the altar). There is also a more private room, known as the Bride’s 
Room, off of the East Transept, where you may go if you need that type of facility. There is also nursery care  available at no charge 
from 8:30am until 12:30pm in the Children’s Center. 

On second Sundays at 9:15am, we have a special “Comfy Space” service for those who tend to wiggle during worship and those 
who worship with them, held in the Children’s Chapel. During the school year, Church School and Youth Groups meet at 10:15am.

communion
All are welcome to come forward at the time of Communion. The standard practice in the Episcopal Church is that those who 
are Baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you are visiting today and are not Baptized but are feeling drawn to 
receive Communion, we hope that you will come forward and receive, and that afterwards you will talk to one of the clergy about 
Baptism and what it means both to take Bread and to become part of the Body.

If you don’t want to receive communion or are unsure, you are more than welcome to come forward for a blessing, indicated by 
crossing your arms over your chest. 

If you have a food sensitivity that requires a gluten-free Communion Wafer, simply mention that to the clergy person adminis-
tering Communion. The receptacle containing the gluten-free Hosts will be brought to you, and you may help yourself to a Host 
(to avoid cross-contamination). To receive the Wine, you may either drink from the common Chalice or hold it for the Chalice 
Minister to intinct for you and place on your tongue. For those who have difficulty approaching the Communion rail, you have 
the option of receiving Communion in your seat. Simply notify an usher, or ask a parishioner seated near you to notify an usher 
for you.

restrooms
Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the Murphey Gallery, across the Fishpond Garden and up the walkway from the 
Church. There is a diaper changing table in the gender-neutral ADA-compliant restroom there. Changing tables are also found in 
both the men’s and women’s restrooms in the Music Center.

accessibilitY
This facility is fully accessible. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance. The main area of the Church, forward of the choir 
stalls, is looped to assist those who have difficulty hearing. If you have a T-coil in your hearing aid, you may sit anywhere in this 
section and hear via the amplification system. Hearing assist devices are also available from the ushers. These are operational 
anywhere in the Church. The ushers will ask for your car keys as a reminder to return the device. Large print copies of the Book of 
Common Prayer are available from the ushers for your use during the service.

Monday
Christmas Eve

Psalm 45, 46; am 
Psalm 89:1-29; pm

Isaiah 35:1-10; 
Phil. 2:5-11; 

Luke 1:67-80

Tuesday
Christmas

Psalm 2, 85; am 
Psalm 110, 132; pm

Zech. 2:10-13; 
1 John 4:7-16; 
John 3:31-36

Wednesday
Stephen

Psalm 28, 30; am

Psalm 118; pm

2 Chron. 24:17-22;
Wisdom 4:7-15;

Acts 7:59-8:8

Thursday
John the Apostle

Psalm 97; am

Psalm 145; pm

Proverbs 8:22-30; 
1 John 5:1-12; 
John 13:20-35

Friday
Holy Innocents

Psalm 2, 26; am 
Psalm 19, 126; pm

Isaiah 49:13-23; 
Mark 10:13-16;

Matthew 18:1-14

Saturday
Thomas Becket

Psalm 18:1-20; am 
Psalm 18:21-50; pm

Isaiah 12:1-6; 
Revelation 1:1-8; 

John 7:37-52

Daily Office ReaDings
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annOuncements

Upcoming Events

Today's Events

Children's Christmas Project Ends Today
The annual Outreach Children’s Christmas Project provides a 
Christmas gift of money to the three schools with which Saint 
Philip’s has a special relationship: Imago Dei Middle School, 
and the Holaway and Rio Vista Elementary Schools. For all 
three schools our gifts go, in many cases, to fulfilling the most 
basic human needs, and in others, making life and the future 
just a bit better for the children and their families.

Look for the Children’s Christmas Project tables in the Perry 
and Fishpond Gardens. Donations may also be made by 
check, and sent to the church or put in the collection basket. 
Checks should be made out to Saint Philip’s, with "Children’s 
Christmas Project" in the memo line. Thank you to all who 
have contributed thus far.

Advent Sacred Art Forum
Our Advent forum series on the art of Rubens and Rembrandt 
concludes this morning. Dr. Kevin Justus will help us 
understand the ebullience of Rubens and the introspection 
of Rembrandt. We will continue to examine not only what 
their art meant to them and those around them, but also 
how their works can still be so instructive and powerful today, 
particularly during the season of Advent. This forum will be 
held at 10:15am in the Murphey Gallery.

From January 9th to February 6th, Mosaic will be Confirmation 
Class in Community. Newcomers, those seeking Confirmation 
of their Baptismal promises, and those who have long been 
confirmed are all welcome to this six-week exploration of our 
the Episcopal Church’s history, theology, tradition and practice. 
You are always invited to Mosaic, starting with Evening Prayer 
at 5:30pm in the side chapel, free dinner in the Gallery at 
6:00pm, and formation at 6:30pm, every Wednesday at Saint 
Philip’s. All ages and friends are welcome for any portion of 
the evening. If you have any questions please contact Fr. Peter 
Helman at peter.helman@stphilipstucson.org.

Items of Note
Twelve-Step Eucharist December 30th
Every fifth Sunday, Saint Philip’s is proud to hold a twelve-step 
Eucharist. Our 5:30pm Eucharist is always offered with special 
intentions for those affected by addiction, and at 5:30pm on 
December 30th, we will host our first Twelve-Step Eucharist. 
For more information about the service, or about Saint Philip’s 
Recovery Ministries, contact Jerry Wagner at (520) 980-0742 or 
rancholaluz@me.com.
Feasting on the Word Small Groups
From February 17th to April 7th, groups of six to eight people 
will meet on Sunday mornings from 10:15 to 11:00am and study 
passages of the Bible appointed in the weekly eucharistic 
lectionary. We will follow an award-winning curriculum 
called Feasting on the Word: Teaching the Revised Common 
Lectionary, a portion of which you may have seen printed on 
the back page of Sunday bulletins. 
Although official sign-ups will begin in the Fish Pond Garden 
Sunday, January 6th, interested parties may reach out to Fr. Peter 
Helman (520-299-6421, ext. 33; peter.helman@stphilipstucson.
org). And in the meantime, take time this Sunday to discover 
the insightful Feasting on the Word commentary excerpts 
printed in the bulletin and use them for your own private 
devotion and Bible study throughout the week!
January -February Mosaic Dinners
On the 19th we will participate in the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd lesson that teaches about the Good Shepherd who 
leads us into the Justice and Mercy of God.  The season of 
Advent calls us into a deeper awareness of Jesus’ incarnation 
and the way in which his promises of Justice and Mercy impact our 
lives. There will be no Mosaic on December 26th or January 2nd. 

Church Office Closures
The church office will close at noon on December 24th and 
December 31st. The office will be closed for the entire day 
December 25th - 27th, and on January 1st.
End of Year Donation Information
In order for donations to be deductible in 2018 and included 
on contribution statements for 2018, your gift must be 
delivered to the church by noon on December 31st. There is 
only one exception: a check mailed to the church that was 
postmarked by December 31st will be recorded as received in 
2018. Checks put in the offering plate in January, even if dated 
2018, will be recorded as received in 2019.

Contribution statements will be mailed by January 31st, 2019. 
Please review your statement for accuracy and wait until 
you’ve received your statement before preparing your tax 
return, to ensure that your donation will be deductible.

Save the Dates: 2019 JustTable Lunches
On First Sundays throughout 2018-2019, from 12:30-2:00pm, 
a lunch is provided and a speaker from a local organization 
is invited to speak. Out of respect for what the many local 
agencies do with grace, humility, and deep knowledge and 
training, we invite the experts, and look for ways in which 
our vocation of bearing light in the world might meet with 
their vocation. After each conversation, next steps and prayer 
intentions are provided as we trust the Holy Spirit to guide us 
into how to seek and serve Christ in our local community. In 
2019 JustTable’s speakers will include:

January 6th - Crystal Kasnoff and Pam Simon, Memorializing the 
January 8th Tragedy: Gun Violence and Community Response
February 3rd - Fr. Rob Radtke, Director of Episcopal Relief and 
Development
March 3rd - Canon Jesse Villegas, Mass Incarceration and Family

Saint Philip's Pet Memorial
The Vestry has approved the construction of "The Saint Francis 
Chapel and Pet Memorial" to be located in the labyrinth plaza 
on the south side of the "Animal Fountain", which is opposite 
the Church main door. This will be a place to give thanks to 
our animal companions who are still with us and those who 
we can remember for the love they gave us. The chapel will  be 
used for outdoor services, including "Blessing of the Animals".

Thanks to the generosity of some members and other Church 
ministries we have received some donations but are short 



annOuncements

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Service Times
Christmas Eve
3:00pm - Family Eucharist and Pageant
5:00pm - Family Eucharist
7:00pm - Lessons and Carols (No Eucharist)
9:00pm - Holy Eucharist
11:00pm - Midnight Eucharist (Incense will be used) 
Christmas Day
7:45am - Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00am - Holy Eucharist Rite II with Baptism

participants, those who pray with them, and those who grow 
in faith, hope, and love with them.

If you contribute this Christmas to building the Beloved 
Community, you invest in this hope.  You’ll also be investing in 
a new kind of partnership.  Beloved is a three-way partnership 
between Saint Philip’s, Saint Andrew’s, and the Episcopal 
Campus Ministry at the University of Arizona.  Each partner is 
bringing experience, investment, and leadership to a program 
that has been successful in parishes across the country in 
bringing people of all ages together to work, pray, serve, and to 
grow in relationship with our partners working to create more 
just and loving communities.  This project looks back to our 
long history of starting and sustaining new churches, schools, 
service agencies, and more and builds a new way for us to 
strengthen and grow those historic ties with a new generation 
of passionate, service-minded young people.

If you would like to learn more, visit www.stphilipstucson.org/
beloved.  You can also learn more about the Episcopal Service 
Corps at www.episcopalservicecorps.org.  Another way would 
be to read the book, Yearning, which contains the reflections 
of 22 young people who lived and served in a community like 
this, as well as my own reflections, and is available in the Little 
Shop and parish library.  An exciting aspect of this is how long-
standing parish programs like Tacheria are connected to this 
and to the support of the residents.  You can speak with board 
members Jeanette Renouf, Donna McArthur, Erika Johnson, 
Beth Brouillette, Jim Prescott-Smith, Eileen and Don Veitch, or 
with the Rev’d Taylor Devine, our curate for outreach.

Most importantly though, please pray for this work, pray for 
the young adults who will come to be our community, pray for 
the partner sites that do the on the ground work of serving day 
in and day out with wisdom, scrappiness and grace, and pray 
for Saint Philip’s that this new chapter would be guided by the 
Holy Spirit-to transform us by grace and send us to serve.

Christmas is about new life, new hope, crossing boundaries, 
and Love being born among us.  Beloved in the Desert is a way 
of sharing that hope while crossing boundaries of age, poverty, 
discrimination, and so much more that divides people in these 
tense days.  It is an embodied commitment to share Love 
that passes understanding and to bring the Church into the 
day-to-day work of service across our city in a new way, with 
fresh hope, loving into our long history of changing lives and 
enriching our wider community.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Robert

Christmas Eve Offering
Dear Friends in Christ,

The Episcopal Service Corps is a network of programs around 
the country that connect Churches and Dioceses to the work of 
justice going on in local communities. Through the Episcopal 
Service Corps, hundreds of young Episcopalians have served in 
non-profits, lived together in intentional Christian community, 
and prayed with and for their communities. They have learned 
to love their cities and towns, developing bonds of affection, 
understanding fraught city dynamics, and integrated their 
great joys and passions into a whole life of service.

We, at Saint Philip’s, are opening the Episcopal Service Corps in 
Arizona called Beloved in the Desert. The first class of Beloved 
will arrive in July 2019 for an orientation to Tucson, the Church, 
their new home, and their placement site for volunteer service.  
Saint Philip’s long history of starting and sustaining non-profits 
in Tucson has prepared us for this next step of engagement. 
Each young adult, each year (July-May), will serve in a non-profit 
for 32 hours per week, worship and serve each week alongside 
Saint Philippians, and be cared for and mentored by a team of 
lay leaders and clergy from Saint Philip’s and our partners.

These non-profits and our Church will get to know each other 
in new ways, and will be able to offer mutual support. Partner 
non-profits invest in this relationship, which in turn allows us 
to support the young adults with access to faith formation, 
housing, a small stipend, transportation, food budget, and 
the half-time directorship of this program.  One of the most 
difficult challenges in social service work is finding energetic 
folks who are committed to the work and who have the support 
and skills to grow in the work.  Episcopal Service Corps enables 
agencies to have access to a talented pool of candidates, at an 
affordable rate, whom we support in their work and growth.

The opportunity this Christmas is to invest in hope, hope that 
we can be a part of ending homelessness in Tucson, hope 
that one in four children will no longer go hungry in Tucson, 
hope that people in their twenties will commit to seeking and 
serving Christ and that their whole lives will be transformed 
by this work, hope that students can get excellent educations, 
hope that the Jesus we meet in the Eucharist will encounter us 
at the Border and that we will not miss him.

Episcopal Service Corps changes the lives of the young people 
who serve, the parishes that support them, the lives that are 
touched by their service, and the institutions with whom 
they serve. It reinvigorates the faith of those who mentor the 

of the amount needed to start the construction, which will 
have engraved bricks, similar to the labyrinth. Your help by 
donating any amount or by ordering an engraved brick in 
honor of your pet will help us to quickly complete the outdoor 
chapel and memorial.

Members of the committee will be in the Perry Garden 
each Sunday from 8:30am to 11:30am to describe the chapel 
and memorial and help you with ordering bricks. For more 
information contact Tom Cross at tom.cross.tus@gmail.com or 
Nina Bell Allen-Langley at nopalesnina@gmail.com.



DecembeR 23 - 30

Tuesday, December 25
Christmas Day

Church,  Office, and Campus Closed
 7:45am Holy Eucharist
 10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Baptism

Friday, December 28
Church,  Office, and Campus Closed

 8:00am Altar Guild Work Day

Saturday, December 29
 10:30am Debtors Anonymous
 10:30am Prayer Shawl Knitters

Thursday, December 27
Church,  Office, and Campus Closed

Sunday, December 23
 7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I
 8:00am Coffee Hour
 9:00am Children’s Worship
 9:00am Faith and Reason
 9:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II
 10:15am Adult Formation: Ruebens and Rembrandt
 10:15am Children’s Formation
 10:15am The Haven
 10:15am Youth Formation
 11:15am Holy Eucharist Rite II @ 11:15am
 12:30pm Meet the Rector
 12:30pm Saint Philip’s Ringers Rehearsal
 4:00pm Come and See
 5:30pm Holy Eucharist Rite II

Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve

 3:00pm Christmas Pageant
 5:00pm Family Service
 7:00pm Lessons and Carols
 9:00pm Christmas Eve Service
 11:00pm Christmas Eve Service

Wednesday, December 26
Church,  Office, and Campus Closed

Sunday, December 30
 7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I
 8:00am Coffee Hour
 8:00am Parish Breakfast
 9:00am Children’s Worship
 9:00am Faith and Reason
 9:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II
 10:15am Children’s Formation
 10:15am The Haven
 10:15am Youth Formation
 11:15am Holy Eucharist Rite II
 12:30pm Meet the Rector
 12:30pm Saint Philip’s Ringers Rehearsal
 4:00pm Come and See
 5:30pm Holy Eucharist Rite II


